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Some states have variable timelines, or different nomination methods, depending upon the timing of the vacancy. The information in this graphic assumes a vacancy date in mid-May of an odd-numbered year.
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Utah's Existing
Statutory 

Requirements 
(310 Days)

14 States
May hold elections less 

than 90 days after  vacancy 

9 States
First opportunity for election 

90-150 days after vacancy

6 States
Hold elections more  
than 150 days after 

vacancy

15 States
Give their governor  discretion

when to call the election

3 States
Require the election to run 
on the same schedule as a 

regular general election
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Key
Nominee Selection Method

Party Choice
Primary Election
Top Two Primary

3 States with no statutory provisions: Utah, Idaho, and North Dakota


